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b 1900

Mr. STRICKLAND and Mr. BARCIA 
changed their vote from ‘‘yea’’ to 
‘‘nay.’’

So the conference report was agreed 
to.

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

Stated against: 
Mr. POMEROY. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No. 

480, I was unavoidably detained and was ab-
sent during the vote. It was my intention to 
vote ‘‘no’’ on this rollcall vote. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
WELDON of Florida). Pursuant to clause 
8, rule XX, the pending business is the 
question of agreeing to the Speaker’s 
approval of the Journal of the last 
day’s proceedings. 

The question is on the Speaker’s ap-
proval of the Journal. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 1999, and under a previous order 
of the House, the following Members 
will be recognized for 5 minutes each. 

f 

LATEX ALLERGY AWARENESS 
WEEK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
use this occasion to recognize this 
week as Latex Allergy Awareness 
Week, October 4 through 10, 1999, and 
to talk about an important health 
issue, an issue which directly affects a 
constituent of mine, 9-year-old Jimmy 
Clark of River Forest, Illinois, whose 
parents have become leading crusaders 
to make the public aware of this prob-
lem.

Mr. Speaker, Jimmy Clark lives with 
an ailment that is virtually unrecog-
nized by most Americans and the med-
ical community. Jimmy is latex sen-
sitive. Yes, Jimmy is latex sensitive. 
He is at risk for serious and potentially 
fatal allergic reactions when exposed 
to products made from natural latex. 

It is critical that we become fully 
aware and acknowledge the broad and 
problematic scope of this issue which 
the American Academy of Dermatology 

has called the next major health con-
cern of the decade. 

Something as simple as eating lunch 
in his school’s cafeteria could be fatal 
to Jimmy, since latex gloves are com-
monly used in the food service indus-
tries. Jimmy and others like him are 
allergic to thousands of items ranging 
from the balloons at his best friend’s 
birthday party to the examining gloves 
in an ambulance or at a doctor’s office. 

It is heartbreaking to know that for 
thousands of American citizens like 
Jimmy, that exposure to even these 
seemingly harmless items could cause 
him to die. He cannot even receive 
needed medical treatment or enjoy eat-
ing lunch at school without fear of ex-
posure to potentially deadly latex par-
ticles.

Reactions to exposure include imme-
diate allergic reactions from skin con-
tact resulting in itching and hives. Re-
actions to the airborne latex particles 
include inflammation of the eyes, 
shortness of breath, asthma, dizziness, 
and rapid heart rate. 

The most severe cases can result in 
severe blood pressure drop and loss of 
consciousness. Latex allergy develops 
most commonly in people who have 
frequent or intimate exposure to it. At 
high risk are those who have had fre-
quent surgical procedures, particularly 
in infancy and workers with occupa-
tional exposure, especially to latex 
gloves. A history of allergies or hay 
fever also may be a significant risk fac-
tor.

Some studies suggest that some indi-
viduals who have had dermatitis or 
rash and wear latex gloves may be at 
greater risk. Although the American 
public knows little about latex allergy, 
the last 5 years have shown increasing 
evidence that latex allergy has become 
a major occupational health problem 
which has become epidemic in scope 
among highly exposed health care 
workers and among others with signifi-
cant occupational exposure. This is 
largely because the use of latex rubber 
has increased, especially in medical de-
vices, because latex is used as a dis-
ease-prevention barrier. 

However, Mr. Speaker, I am not sug-
gesting who or what is at fault. Nor am 
I suggesting that latex is not an effec-
tive instrument in protecting humans 
from life-threatening diseases. I am 
suggesting that we need to increase re-
search in this area and find ways to 
spare the citizens of this country from 
unnecessarily developing latex sensi-
tivity.

It is my belief, Mr. Speaker, that an 
increased awareness will go a long 
ways towards helping find a solution to 
this problem. 

Mr. Speaker, it is important that our 
researchers work cooperatively to 
achieve the right solution, a solution 
not influenced or marred by special in-
terests from different sides of the spec-
trum, but a solution developed for 
those most affected by the disease. 
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